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Instructions 

In place of the yearly update of the County Assessment Workbook (CAW), SPF SIG counties need to 

complete this County Assessment Summary, which focuses on the assessment step of the SPF.  The Local 

Epidemiological Workgroup (LEW) should assist in answering the questions below.  Submit the 

completed document by October 31, 2014 to Toby Yak, Project Epidemiologist at 

toby.yak@idph.iowa.gov. 

 

Question 1: County Name/Demographics 

 

List the name of the county.  Describe any population or demographic trends occurring in the county. 

 
Allamakee County (pronounced AL-uh-muh-KEY) is the northeastern-most county in Iowa. The population 
was 14,330 in the 2010 census, a decline from 14,675 in 2000, with a population density of 22.39/sq. mi 
(8.65/km

2
). There were 7,617 housing units, of which 5,845 were occupied.  The racial makeup of the county 

was 95.88% White, 0.14% Black or African American, 0.18% Native American, 0.27% Asian, 0.01% Pacific 
Islander, 2.82% from other races, and 0.70% from two or more races. 3.54% of the population was Hispanic 
or Latino of any race. 

 

 

Demographics  Description Allamakee County  
(N) 

%  
Rate 

 State of 
Iowa 
(N)  

State of Iowa  

(%) 

Age <5 945 7% 202,123 7% 

  05--17 2,365 17% 525,870 17% 

  18-24 1,030 7% 305,867 10% 

  25-44 2,993 21% 747,131 25% 

  45-64 4,194 29% 812,476 27% 

  >=65 2,803 20% 452,888 15% 

Gender Female 7,020 49% 1,538,036 50% 

Race White Non 
Hispanics 

13,325 93% 2,701,123 89% 

Education Bachelor or 
Higher (25+) 

1,349 14% 493,061 25% 

Income Median 
Household 
Income 

$45,881.00           $48,031.00  

Poverty Poverty (130%) 
All ages N(%) 

1,858 13% 368,965 13% 

  Under 18 727 22% 115,731 16% 

Government  
Assistance 

Food Assistance 
(FA) Benefit 
(Enrollment Mo.) 

$1,481.00 10% $346,554.00 11.4% 

  Total FA Benefits/ 
Per capita (Mo. ) 

$182,918.31 $123.51 $393,771,847.30 $129.26 

  Medicaid 
Enrollment (Mo.) 

2,022 14.1% 407,674 13.4% 

  Medicaid 
Benefits/ Per 
capita (Mo.) 

$1,439,664.00 $712.00 $257,649,968.00 $632.00 

sources: Iowa Data Center- Census 
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Question 2: County Infrastructure  

 

The Iowa SPF SIG was designed to help counties build the infrastructure necessary for effective and 

sustainable prevention efforts. Provide specific infrastructures (e.g., LEW, coalition sub-committees, 

etc.) that your county has built or strengthened during the 2009-2014 SPF SIG Project.   

 
Allamakee County is fortunate to have a county substance abuse prevention office which has had a coalition 
in existence for 30 plus years.  However, with the addition of SPF SIG, this coalition has become even 
stronger.  In addition, the creation of a Local Epidemiological Workgroup (LEW) took place with SPF SIG, 
along with a Sustainability committee.  Finally, a subcommittee that included each police department in the 
county, the Sheriff’s Department, the Allamakee County DNR officer, the Allamakee County Emergency 
Management director and the Allamakee County Conservation Office was created through SPF SIG.   

   

 

Question 2: Data Collection and Data Sources  

 

a. What partnerships have been developed during the Iowa SPF SIG Project that strengthen, 

improve, or broaden consumption and consequence data collection and sharing processes 

within your county? 
 

Allamakee County SPF SIG developed great partnerships with law enforcement.  The 
implementation of three enforcement strategies gave access to such data as number of alcohol 
establishments in a round of compliance checks, the number of compliant alcohol establishments; 
number of bar checks by law enforcement and number of minors in possession; number of saturation 
patrols and safety checkpoints; and number of citations written.  The partnerships with law 
enforcement have given Allamakee SPF SIG access to various dispatcher reports upon request, as 
well as qualitative data from the different law enforcement agencies in Allamakee County. 
Allamakee County SPF SIG has also improved relationships with the three school districts.  Most 
especially with the Waukon School District.  It took great cooperation with these school districts to get 
the media campaign surveys to the students, completed and returned in a timely manner. 
Finally, Allamakee County SPF SIG has partnered with the Veterans Memorial Hospital (the only 
hospital in Allamakee County) in distributing popcorn bags with the media campaign posters (both 
underage and binge drinking) attached.  The hospital distributes free popcorn to the public every year 
during the Allamakee County Fair.  During the last two years, the hospital allowed SPF SIG to attach 
its posters on the popcorn bags distributed by the hospital during the fair. 

 

b. What relevant local, state, and federal consumption and consequence data sources have you 

identified as appropriate for your county?  Which data sources have you utilized most 

frequently?  
 

Allamakee County has found the Iowa Youth Survey to be the most utilized data and appropriate for 
its needs, however the available data is still from 2012. Juvenile alcohol related arrests, adult alcohol 
related offenses, adult OWI convictions and alcohol related car crash data have not been updated 
since 2010-11.   

 

c. Provide a summary of any local consumption and consequence data (not from state or federal 

datasets) you have utilized to inform your decision-making process.  Include data collection 

methods used to collect local consumption and consequence data in your county.  
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Allamakee County utilized qualitative data from local police and sheriff departments, as well as other 
coalition members regarding consumption data.  During an early coalition meeting, law enforcement 
and other coalition members looked to choose strategies to combat binge drinking by young people 
during summer tubing and canoeing trips on local rivers.  This was the activity all coalition members 
agreed was in need of change.   
Also police bar check reports, dispatch reports, law enforcement activity reports, and compliance 
check reports have been of great service in Allamakee County’s decision-making process. 

 

d. The goal of the Iowa SPF SIG was to help counties reduce underage alcohol use and adult 

binge drinking.  Based on the current data, do you think your county has reduced underage 

drinking and adult binge drinking and why?  Be specific.  
 

As stated above, it is difficult to discern whether Allamakee County has reduced underage drinking 
and adult binge drinking due to the fact that the Iowa Youth Survey data and other consumption data 
is still from 2010, 2011 and 2012 and SPF SIG did not start implementation until 2012.  However, 
based on the local data from compliance checks; (compliance checks have always been 100% 
compliant) bar checks and surveys, Allamakee County’s LEW feels it has reduced underage drinking 
and adult binge drinking.  When first beginning implementation of bar checks, for example, the police 
departments were writing citations for underage patrons and even wrote a bar owner a citation for 
serving.  However, in recent months, underage youth have not been found to be in the alcohol 
establishments and therefore, no citations had been written.  Also, with the underage media 
campaign’s last survey of youth, it was discovered that 97% of Allamakee County youth have seen 
the campaign; 93% liked the campaign’s message; and 83% felt the campaign made them NOT want 
to engage in underage drinking. 

 

e. What are some of the data gaps your county has identified?  Be specific.  What plans does your 

county have to bridge the data gaps you identified?  Have any data gaps been closed during the 

Iowa SPF SIG Project?  If yes, how did your SPF SIG efforts play a role? 
 

As stated above, data regarding consumption trends in Allamakee County are not up to date and 
therefore do not reflect the work by SPF SIG.  Allamakee County SPF SIG has had to rely on local 
data from law enforcement. 

 

 

Question 3: Iowa SPF SIG Evaluation  

 

a. What effect is the Iowa SPF SIG Project having on its stakeholders or participants (e.g., 

behavior, attitudes, or knowledge changes)?  
 

Allamakee County SPF SIG Project has brought much more cooperation by law enforcement to work 
together on alcohol problems throughout the county.  Law Enforcement in rural counties deal with 
many issues, but with the SPF SIG project we are keeping alcohol issues to the forefront.  As stated 
previously, Allamakee SPF SIG brought together all law enforcement agencies together in a 
subcommittee to work on alcohol related issues in Allamakee County.  In this subcommittee, all law 
enforcement agencies discussed the prevalence of binge and underage drinking and how to work 
together to combat the issues.  It was noted at a recent law enforcement meeting that youth did not 
participate in binge drinking by tubing and canoeing the rivers of Allamakee County in 2014.  Some of 
this reduction could be related to the cool, late start of summer.  However, the Sheriff also noted that 
he was being questioned as to his department being on the river, (as stated in all media advocacy) at 
accesses to the river, and on the roads from the rivers, and he informed those who questioned him 
that in fact, his department would be out in force in these areas. 
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b. What data do you have on any unexpected outcomes that have resulted from the Iowa SPF SIG 

Project?  Include specific examples.  
 

The most unexpected outcome Allamakee County SPF SIG encountered was resistance and lack of 
enthusiasm of county residents to participate in Alcohol Restrictions in Public Places.  These people 
were content to rely on the laws of the Code of Iowa, as it relates to county parks, rather than making 
specific provisions for Allamakee County parks as they pertain to alcohol and beer kegs.  This was 
disappointment to the coalition members and was cause to implement a new strategy. 

 

 

Question 4: Cultural Competency and Sustainability  

a. Do you think your county currently has the capacity to work productively across cultural 

groups?  How has the county ensured data/information shared is culturally responsive? 
 

Allamakee County has had to go into this SPF SIG project with Cultural Competency in mind.  
Attaining cultural competence in SPF SIG is to tackle the problems of underage drinking and adult 
binge drinking, while keeping in mind the attitudes of all residents of Allamakee County.   Since 
cultural competence is not limited to ethnicity, but includes age, gender, sexual identity and other 
variables, Allamakee County has been able to bridge this issue with having a coalition that includes 
all ages, gender, and backgrounds.  Allamakee County has shared data/information by utilizing the 
local newspaper and radio station that would be geared toward the older resident and social media 
and other radio stations geared toward younger generations.  Allamakee SPF SIG has utilized local 
wellness fairs, county fairs, and other unique avenues to get data out to all areas and individuals of 
Allamakee County.   

 

b. Discuss how your county intends to sustain local epidemiological work including regular data 

processing and review 
 

To continue the process of sustaining efforts brought forth through the SPF SIG project, Allamakee 
County SPF SIG coalition members will need to define their roles and their level of commitment to 
substance abuse prevention.  Allamakee County is fortunate to have the leadership of the County 
Board of Supervisors who have continued to see the need for a county funded prevention office for 
the past three decades.  This level of support will ensure continued funding for ATOD prevention 
throughout Allamakee County in years to come—regardless of additional grant funding.  Discussions 
are held often with law enforcement about the necessity to sustain the strategies currently being 
implemented.  Allamakee Substance Abuse Prevention (ASAP) has been a part of these 
conversations and is working with law enforcement as well towards the sustainability. Along with this 
sustaining of strategies, regular data processing and review will be done by coalition members, 
ASAP and law enforcement. 

 

 

Additional Information/Comments 

Use this space to provide any additional information/comments about the assessment step of the SPF 

SIG Project.  
 

Allamakee County SPF SIG has noted some significant changes while doing the alcohol scans for the 
three CAWs.  In the last year of SPF SIG signage within grocery stores and convenience stores was 
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notably less.  One of the largest grocery stores in Allamakee County appeared to have traded almost all 
of its large decorative beer signage for antique soda pop displays and general antique grocery store 
décor.  This store was noted in the past to have the extra-large car hood signs, etc. everywhere in the 
store, especially lining the isle where beer and other alcohol were displayed.   Convenience stores also 
seemed to be limiting alcohol signage to the basic price signs on the alcohol products, which do provide 
some alcohol promotion, but this is also an improvement from months past. 
Another item of concern was the introduction of alcohol banners into all communities of Allamakee 
County that display name-brand beer.   Bar owners have been displaying these banners outside their 
premises, which is illegal in Iowa.  This coordinator is quite sure these bar owners were not aware of the 
law and that the banners were being promoted by the distributors.  Who more than likely, do not inform 
the bar owner that using the banner outside their premises is illegal.  Law enforcement has been 
informing bar owners of the illegal usage of these banners, and they have virtually disappeared. 
Finally, while running Alcohol Beverage Division (ABD) reports of licensed alcohol establishments in 
Allamakee County it has been discovered that there are fewer alcohol establishments.  At a recent law 
enforcement meeting, it was noted that several alcohol establishments are just closing their doors.  This 
again is perhaps just the climate changing around alcohol in Allamakee County. 
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